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Synopsis

A classic tale by Newbery Medalist Kate DiCamillo, America’s beloved storyteller.One summera ™s
day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local supermarket for some groceries & “ and
comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. Itd ™s because of Winn-Dixie that Opal
begins to make friends. And itd ™s because of Winn-Dixie that she finally dares to ask her father
about her mother, who left when Opal was three. In fact, as Opal admits, just about everything that

happens that summer is because of Winn-Dixie. Featuring a new cover illustration by E. B. Lewis.
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Customer Reviews

As my ten-year-old daughter and | were browsing for new realistic fiction children’s books to fulfill a
school reading assignment, we, by chance, came across "Because of Winn-Dixie," by Kate
DiCamillo. The title of the book (and the fact that it was new) influenced our purchase, but it wasn'’t
until my daughter and | read it that we realized what a treasure we had discovered. Both children
and adults will be drawn into the story of India Opal Buloni’s tenth summer, when she adopts a big,
ugly, but affable dog, Winn-Dixie, named after the Florida grocery store where he was found. India
Opal, or Opal for short, is a preacher’s daughter with a fairly unusual name. Opal has some major
life adjustments to make, after moving with her dad to a trailer in a strange, new town. While trying

to break through the seemingly impenetrable shell of her introverted father’s feelings, she also has



to wrestle with her own sadness, disappointment, and curiosity about her alcohol-abusing mother,
who deserted the family when Opal was three years old. Winn-Dixie, a magnificent mutt who,
among other talents, can smile with his teeth, is the facilitator of a number of new and sometimes
unlikely friendships that Opal establishes over the summer, including one with her father. "Because
of Winn-Dixie" acknowledges in is characters their shortcomings and sufferings, but the triumph of
this book is how it celebrates friendship, forgiveness, tolerance, and new beginnings. (P.S. You

might want to have a handkerchief on hand for some parts.)

Our elementary school library just acquired two copies of "Because of Winn-Dixie," because of its
status as a Newbery Honor book. | gave it to one of our fourth grade teachers to preview. She
devoured it, raved about the book and immediately began reading it aloud to her class. Now we
have a growing list of students waiting for it on hold.Before letting the kids check it out, | read it, and
absolutely loved it. The other reviews here give you a good picture of what the book is about. What |
liked about "Winn-Dixie" is that it packs a lot of grace and wisdom into an appealing scruffy dog
story. For example, when Opal befriends elderly Gloria Dump, she asks her about learning "the
most important thing.""It’s different for everyone,” she said. "You find out on your own. But in the
meantime, you got to remember, you can’t always judge people by the things they done. You got to
judge them by what they are doing now."Quite often in the past few years I've been disappointed by
titles that have received the Newbery Medal or Honor. "Because of Winn-Dixie" is a title that
genuinely deserves this honor. In my opinion, this Honor book will become a classic, much as the
Laura Ingalls Wilder Newbery Honor books of the 1930s and 1940s are still being read today.Very
rarely do | read a book that | insist my friends and fellow teachers read, or that I'm tempted to buy

for many people. "Because of Winn-Dixie" falls into that category.

Racing through an airport, | spotted this book for sale and purchased it for my 9 year-old. | started
reading Winn-Dixie just to get a feel for the story and the next thing | knew, | had finished the book,
missed the first hour of the flight and had throughly enjoyed a book | thought was written for
children! Needless to say, my daughter enjoyed the book so much that she, her father and her
younger sister then read the book aloud together. | plan to read Winn-Dixie aloud to my 8th grade
students next fall. Buy this book. It is remarkable and to not read it is to miss a wonderful story by a

very talented writer for all ages.

| rate this book five out of five dogs. Because of Winn-Dixie is a terrific story about as lonely girl,



named Opal,and a stray dog, named Winn-Dixie, who change each other’s lives. Winn-Dixie helps
Opal make friends in her new home, Naomi, Florida. She moved there with her dad, the preacher,
when he got a job there. Opal is lonely because her mom left when Opal was three. Because of
Winn-Dixie, Opal meets all sorts of new friends. | recommend this book to all people who love dogs.
This book is special because it won the Newbery Honor Award in 2001. Winn-Dixie is the first book
by the author, Kate DiCamillo, who works in a children’s bookstore. | rate this book 5 out of 5 dogs
and highly recommend it to all who like great stories about dogs--especially those who don’t die at

the end of the book!

Because of Winn-Dixie is the best book I've ever read!lt is about a girl named India Opal who is new
in Naomi Florida who is in desperate need of friends. Opal finds a stray dog at a Winn-Dixie grocery
store who is also in need of a friend. Their lives change from that point on. This is a great story

about friendship. You'll want to buy a dog after reading this book.

One of the differences in the children’s book world is that everyone always asks, "What age is the
book good for?" We never ask this of adult books. Here is a book for any age. Anyway, this is a
wonderful, warm book about survival and rebuilding. Opal,the young protagonist and her adopted
dog, Winn-Dixie, both have to rebuild trust after betrayal. The setting is sultry Florida and the town is
Any Small Town in America. The community that Opal discovers and the forgiveness she must
extend will captivate all readers to the very end. | would compare this with Dicey’s Song and with
Clyde Edgerton’s prose. | will give this book as a gift to ten year olds and anyone else, of any age,
who can read!
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